
mal tuning and top-quality compo-

nents are everything. The same is true

of the electronics – an ever more im-

portant part of the car. Everything

was just right for us this time, and

our Cayman GT4 Clubsport MR won

in the SPX class of the 2016 ADAC

Zurich 24-hour race.

RealTimes: What challenges go

along with “optimal tuning”?

Martin Raeder: The biggest chal-

lenge in motor racing lies in the grow-

ing complexity of our vehicles. We

build new technology into our race

cars as soon as it becomes available.

This means many tools are obsolete

after a year. We just have to accept

that. Given the rapid pace of inno-

vation in motor racing, if you don’t

go forwards, you go backwards. In-

tegrating new technology has its

risks, though, because it makes

vehicles more complex. Interactions

occur between individual compo-

nents, and you need to be able to

control them. To know every detail

without losing sight of the overall

picture is a challenge, but for us

that’s the whole point. We’re al-

ways redefining the limits of what

is possible, and our partners help us

in that – including ETAS. 

RealTimes: Can you describe the

cooperation?  

Martin Raeder: We’ve been work-

ing with ETAS measurement technol-

ogy since 2004, and ETAS has been

one of our sponsors since 2011 – but

it goes beyond ordinary sponsor-

ship. ETAS is a competent partner,

who we wouldn’t want to do with-

out. ETAS modules have been proven

in numerous 24-hour tests, and there

has never been a malfunction. They

are compact, quick to install, and

easy to connect. Using ETAS tools,

we’ve been able to diagnose – and

eliminate – many a problem early

on. Our colleagues from ETAS sup-

port us out on the racetrack. We

work very well together – and we

both benefit from the experience

of the other. 

RealTimes: Thank you for the inter-

esting conversation. We wish you

many more successes on the race-

track! 
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Nicolas (left) and 

Martin Raeder at this

year’s 24-hour race 

at Nürburgring.

“We’re always redefining the  
limits of what is possible”
Endurance racing demands first-rate performances from drivers and their cars

The racing cars of Manthey-Racing GmbH regularly occupy the top spots in endurance racing events, and ETAS has

been a sponsor of the company since 2011. In an interview with RealTimes, its directors Nicolas and Martin Raeder

explain their winning formula: careful planning, teamwork, experience, and constant technological innovation.

RealTimes: For many years now,

Manthey-Racing has notched up suc-

cess after success in motor racing,

particularly in endurance racing.

What is it about this sport that ap-

peals to you? 

Martin Raeder: Endurance racing

demands first-rate performances

from drivers and their cars. Success

is only possible when the whole

team pushes its limits, and when we

tune the many components in our

cars perfectly. The slightest deviation

determines whether we win or lose.

Nicolas Raeder: 24-hour races are

increasingly turning into sprints.

From the green flag to the check-

ered flag, our drivers have a battle

on their hands if they want to com-

pete in a field of top-class race cars.

The number of top teams is higher

than ever, and in terms of engineer-

ing they are practically all on the

same level. This means you have

to work hard even for the smallest

competitive advantage. 

RealTimes: How was your recent

win in Green Hell? 

Nicolas Raeder: The 24-hour race

on the North Loop of the Nürburg-

IN THIS INTERVIEW

Brothers Nicolas

and Martin Raeder

are the directors of

Manthey-Racing

GmbH in Meuspath,

Germany.
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ETAS tools on and off the racetrack

As they get ready for a race, Manthey-Racing relies on

the ES720 Drive Recorder in combination with the ES415

and ES421 Measurement Modules. The team uses the

ES595 Interface Module to monitor vehicle data during

a race. Simulations make use of the ES581 interface,

which allows recorded data to be played back on a PC.

Manthey-Racing’s testing bench features full connectivity

to enable the rapid, safe, and flexible installation of ETAS

products. With time in short supply in the run-up to a

race, it is helpful to have modern tools that allow a host

of measurements to be conducted simultaneously.

“For us, it’s obvious: If you go over the limit, you lose;

if you don’t push the limit, you lose too.”

Martin Raeder, Director of Manthey-Racing GmbH

Manthey-Racing’s Cayman 

GT4 Clubsport MR won in the 

SPX class of this year’s 24-hour 

race at Nürburgring.

ring is a highlight. Its Green Hell is

a really tight track with restricted

visibility. Races are hard to plan be-

cause the unexpected always hap-

pens there. This year, the weather

forced us to suspend the race after

just 50 minutes. For motorsports

technology, which is always being

pushed to the limit, an interruption

like that can be problematic. Opti-




